Mesenteric venous thrombosis in a patient with pancreatitis and protein C deficiency.
Mesenteric vein thrombosis is an uncommon manifestation of hypercoagulable states. A case is reported of superior mesenteric vein (SMV) thrombosis in a patient with pancreatitis and protein C deficiency. A discussion of SMV thrombosis identification, management, and outcomes is included. The patient presented with a significant history of alcohol abuse and constant, midepigastric abdominal pain associated with nausea and vomiting. Amylase and lipase were elevated, and the patient was treated for pancreatitis. His symptoms initially responded to intravenous fluid hydration, but soon his clinical picture worsened, with increased nausea and vomiting, abdominal pain, and distension. Contrasted computed tomography of the abdomen revealed SMV thrombosis. A hypercoagulable workup revealed protein C deficiency. After a 3-month course of oral anticoagulant therapy, the SMV thrombosis resolved.